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March 4, 2019 
 
Dear McCarthy School Families, 
 
Dr. Tremblay recently shared a letter to families addressing the importance of 
sending your child to school every day possible.  I would like to echo his message 
and include some next steps McCarthy School will be taking, starting in March, as 
part of our  On-Time/Attendance Initiative.  
 
Our objective is that every student attend school every day on time, for the full day. I 
am attaching the “10 Tips for Fostering Good Attendance Habits”  with this 
communication.  We miss your child when they are not here and value their 
contributions to our school! We would like you to help your child attend regularly to 
ensure they are successful in school. We track attendance daily, notice when your 
child is missing from school, communicate with you to understand why they were 
absent, and do our very best to identify barriers and supports available to overcome 
challenges you may face in helping your student attend school. There are many 
people here at McCarthy prepared to help you if you or your child face challenges in 
getting to school regularly and on time. If we can support you in any way, please 
contact Mr. Araujo or Ms. DeAraujo, our school social worker and guidance 
counselor.  They will direct you to the appropriate person to help support you. 
 
As part of our plan to support families and to keep the lines of communication open, 
we will be making phone calls and sending attendance update letters home after 
multiple absences.  We are committing to working together in this initiative! 
 
Beginning in March, we will be kicking off our On-Time incentive program.  Using 
our PBIS philosophy, students will earn MeerKat Cash for being on time to school. 
Classrooms and grade level teams will work together to earn rewards and we will 
celebrate our school-wide success with an all school celebration right before April 



Vacation!  We hope this positive incentive to be IN CLASS by 8:15 will support all 
students and stress the importance of being on time to class.  
 

Our school hours are as follows: 
 
 

Students Arrive/School Open/Breakfast Served:  8:00AM 
Students can enter the building starting at 8:00AM 

 
Classes Begin:  8:15AM 

Instruction begins each day at 8:15. Students need to be in their classroom to begin 
their day! 

 
School Dismissal:  2:15PM 

Students are in class until 2:15PM 
 
PARENT DROP OFF CHANGES: 
 
For students who are dropped off at parent drop off in the morning, staff are on duty 
until 8:15 each day to oversee the safety of our students.  Beginning on March 4, if 
your child has not been dropped of by 8:15, a parent or guardian will need to 
escort their child into school, check them in at the Main Office, and notify us 
why they are late.  

 
It is important that we work together to provide the best possible learning experiences 
for our students - this happens when your child is in their classroom community 
participating in their learning.  Please try to help us by getting your child(ren) to 
school and on time!  We appreciate your support in our initiative! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Cynthia Page, Principal 
McCarthy Elementary School 
 


